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1. WHA PRESS GUIDANCE, OCTOBER 21, 2002: 



— MEXICO: ROAD BLOCKADE -- 

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE SITUATION IN MEXICO WHERE PROTESTORS 
BLOCKED A ROAD AFFECTING AMERICANS AND OTHERS TRYING TO CROSS 
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THE BORDER INTO ARIZONA? 

A: ON SATURDAY OCTOBER 19, APPROXIMATELY 200 MEXICAN SHRIMP 
FISHERMAN BLOCKED THE ROAD LEADING TO THE ARIZONA BORDER 
CROSSING NEAR THE TOWN OF PUERTO PEAS CO , MEXICO, AFFECTING 
APPROXIMATELY 500 AMERICAN CITIZENS . 

DURING THE STANDOFF BETWEEN STRANDED TRAVELLERS AND 
PROTESTERS, THERE WAS SOME SCUFFLING RESULTING IN A FEW MINOR 
INJURIES TO BOTH SIDES. 

LATE ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 20 THE PROTEST ENDED AND THE ROAD 
BLOCK WAS LIFTED. THE U.S. BORDER CROSSING REMAINED OPEN 
ROUND-THE-CLOCK TO PROCESS THE LARGE NUMBERS OF AMERICAN 
CITIZENS THAT HAD BEEN HELD UP AS A RESULT OF THE ROAD 
CLOSING. 

QUESTION: WHAT ACTIONS DID THE DEPARTMENT TAKE TO ASSIST THE 
STRANDED AMERICAN CITIZENS? 

A: TWO CONSULAR OFFICERS FROM THE UNITED STATES CONSULATE IN 
NOGALES WERE DISPATCHED TO REPORT ON THE SITUATION AND 
PROVIDED ASSISTANCE ON OCTOBER 20. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
CONTACTED THE MEXICAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON AND THE MEXICAN 
FOREIGN MINISTRY TO ENSURE MEXICAN OFFICIALS WERE AWARE OF 
THE SITUATION AND OUR INTEREST IN THE MATTER AS IT CONCERNED 
THE AMERICAN CITIZENS AFFECTED BY THE PROTEST AND ROAD 
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ECUADOR: OCTOBER 20 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 

Q: WHAT IS YOUR REACTION TO THE OUTCOME OF THE FIRST ROUND 
OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS AND THE EMERGENCE OF LUCIO 
GUTIERREZ AND ALVARO NOBOA AS WINNERS? 

A: THE UNITED STATES CONGRATULATES THE PEOPLE OF ECUADOR ON 
A FAIR AND TRANSPARENT ELECTION PROCESS • WE LOOK FORWARD TO 
THE SECOND ROUND OF ELECTIONS ON NOVEMBER 24. 

AFTER THAT, WE INTEND TO WORK DILIGENTLY WITH THE CANDIDATE 
SELECTED BY THE PEOPLE OF ECUADOR TO CONTINUE TO STRENGTHEN 
THE EXCELLENT RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 

ECUADOR AND THE U.S. SHARE A COlfldlTMENT TO COMBATING 
NARCOTRAFFICKING , PROMOTING GOOD GOVERNANCE AND THE RULE OF 
LAW, AND PROMOTING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY AND SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT FOR THE PEOPLE OF ECUADOR. WE EXPECT TO 
CONTINUE OUR JOINT EFFORTS IN THESE AREAS. 

Q: WERE THE ELECTIONS CONDUCTED IN A FREE AND FAIR MANNER? 
DID THE U.S. SEND ELECTION OBSERVERS? 

A: THROUGH USAID , THE U.S. PROVIDED DOLS 1.4 MILLION IN 
ASSISTANCE TO THE ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES AND ALSO TO 
INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC ELECTION OBSERVERS TO SUPPORT 
ECUADOR IN ITS EFFORTS FOR TRANSPARENT ELECTIONS. EMPLOYEES 
FROM BOTH THE U.S. EMBASSY IN QUITO AND THE U.S. CONSULATE IN 
GUAYAQUIL SERVED AS ELECTION OBSERVERS IN CITIES AND TOWNS 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, SUPPORTING THE OBSERVATION TEAM PUT 
TOGETHER BY THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES. 
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ONLY IF ASKED: 

Q: ARE YOU CONCERNED BY THE STRONG FIRST-ROUND SHOWING OF 
LUCIO GUTIERREZ, GIVEN HIS ROLE IN THE 2000 COUP ATTEMPT? 

A: LUCIO GUTIERREZ PARTICIPATED IN A FAIR ELECTION PROCESS. 
ECUADORIAN VOTERS WERE AWARE OF HIS ROLE IN THE EVENTS OF 
JANUARY 2000 AND PRESUMABLY FACTORED THAT INTO THEIR 
DECI SI ON -MAKING. 
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WE WELCOME GUTIERREZ'S DECISION TO EMBRACE THE DEMOCRATIC 
PROCESS AND SEEK POWER VIA ELECTIONS. 

GUTIERREZ CAMPAIGNED ON A THEME OF ANT I -CORRUPTION, WHICH 
CLEARLY HAD RESONANCE AMONG ECUADORIAN VOTERS. 



2. CA PRESS GUIDANCE, OCTOBER 21, 2002: 



— CANADA/SYRIA: CONSULAR ACCESS TO DEPORTEE MAHER ARAR -- 

A CANADIAN CONSULAR OFFICIAL MET WITH MAHER ARAR ON OCTOBER 
3, 2002. 

WE HAVE RECEIVED NO FORMAL PROTEST FROM CANADA REGARDING LACK 
OF CONSULAR NOTIFICATION OR ACCESS TO MR. ARAR. 

FOR QUESTIONS REGARDING THE DETENTION OF MR. ARAR, I WOULD 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 06 STATE 207144 212105Z 

REFER YOU TO THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
POWELL 
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